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having passed a chemical test for dan-
gerous drugs or of qualifying for an ex-
emption from testing in §16.220 of this
subchapter:

(i) Any officer endorsement; and

(ii) The first endorsement as able
seaman, lifeboatman, qualified member
of the engine department, or
tankerman.

(7) An applicant for an endorsement
where sea service is required must
produce discharges or other documen-
tary evidence of service, indicating the
name, tonnage, and horsepower of the
vessels, dates of service, capacity in
which the applicant served, and on
what waters;

(8) Applicants who have not sub-
mitted evidence within the past three
years that they have passed all applica-
ble vision, hearing, medical, and/or
physical exams required in §10.215 for
the particular endorsement sought
must submit proof, on a Coast Guard-
approved form, that the applicant has
passed those medical/physical tests and
exams; and

(9) Consent to a Coast Guard check of
the NDR for offenses described in sec-
tion 205(a)(3)(A) or (B) of the National
Driver Register Act of 1982, as amend-
ed.

(d) Additional requirements for an
applicant seeking a raise of grade of an
officer endorsement:

(1) Sea service acquired before the
issuance of an officer endorsement is
generally not accepted as any part of
the service required for a raise of grade
of that endorsement. However, service
acquired before issuance of an officer
endorsement will be accepted for cer-
tain crossovers, endorsements, or in-
creases in scope of an MMC, as appro-
priate. In the limited tonnage cat-
egories for deck officers, total accumu-
lated service is a necessary criterion
for most raises of grade; service ac-
quired before the issuance of such offi-
cer endorsements will, therefore, be ac-
cepted.

(2) No raise of grade may be issued to
any naturalized citizen on less experi-
ence in any grade than would have
been required of a citizen of the United
States by birth.

(3) Experience and service acquired
on foreign vessels while holding a valid
U.S. officer endorsement is creditable
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for establishing eligibility for a raise of
grade, subject to evaluation by the
Coast Guard to determine that it is a
fair and reasonable equivalent to serv-
ice acquired on merchant vessels of the
United States, with respect to grade,
tonnage, horsepower, waters, and oper-
ating conditions. An applicant who has
obtained the qualifying experience on
foreign vessels shall submit satisfac-
tory documentary evidence of such
service (including any necessary trans-
lations into English) in the forms pre-
scribed by paragraph (c)(7) of this sec-
tion.

(4) An applicant remains eligible for
a raise of grade while on probation as a
result of action under part 5 of this
chapter. A raise of grade issued to a
person on probation will be subject to
the same probationary conditions im-
posed against the applicant’s other cre-
dentials. The offense for which he or
she was placed on probation will be
considered on the merits of the case in
determining fitness to hold the en-
dorsement applied for. No applicant
will be examined for a raise of grade
during any period when a suspension
without probation or a revocation im-
posed under part 5 of this chapter is ef-
fective against the applicant’s creden-
tial or while an appeal from these ac-
tions is pending.

(5) Professional erxamination. (i) When
the Coast Guard finds an applicant’s
experience and training for raise of
grade to be satisfactory, and the appli-
cant is eligible in all other respects,
the Coast Guard will authorize a pro-
fessional examination.

(ii) Oral-assisted examinations may
be administered in accordance with
§11.205(f) of this chapter. The Coast
Guard will place in the applicant’s file
a record indicating the subjects cov-
ered.

(iii) The general instructions for ad-
ministration of examinations and the
lists of subjects for all officer endorse-
ments appear in part 11, subpart I of
this chapter.

§10.233 Obligations of the holder of a
merchant mariner credential.

(a) The holder of a credential may
not voluntarily part with it or place it
beyond his or her personal control by
pledging or depositing it with any
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other person, except as required by reg-
ulation or as necessary to safeguard
the credential. If the holder violates
this section, the Coast Guard may pur-
sue suspension or revocation of the li-
cense, MMD, COR, or MMC under the
provisions of part 5 of this chapter.

(b) Whenever a mariner loses a cre-
dential, he or she must immediately
report the loss to the Coast Guard. The
report must be made in writing, giving
the facts incident to its loss.

(c) Invalid credentials must be re-
turned to the Coast Guard. Upon writ-
ten request, the Coast Guard will re-
turn the cancelled credential to the
mariner.

§10.235 Suspension or revocation of
merchant mariner credentials.

(a) Any MMC or endorsement is sub-
ject to suspension or revocation on the
same grounds, in the same manner, and
with like procedure as provided in 46
U.S.C. chapter 77.

(b) When any individual’s credential
is revoked, it is no longer valid for any
purpose, and any MMC subsequently
requested must be applied for as an
original following the procedures of
§§5.901-5.905 of this subchapter. When
an endorsement on an individual’s
MMC is revoked, it is no longer valid,
and any endorsement of the same type
subsequently requested must be applied
for as an original following the proce-
dures of §§5.901-5.905 of this subchapter.
When an officer’s endorsement is re-
voked, the Coast Guard will issue an
MMC containing any rating endorse-
ment for which the holder is qualified.

(c) An applicant who has had a TWIC,
credential, or endorsement revoked,
and who is applying for a subsequent
MMC or endorsement, must state in his
or her application the date of revoca-
tion, the serial number of the docu-
ment revoked, and the type of docu-
ment or endorsement revoked.

(d) A person whose credential or en-
dorsement has been revoked or sus-
pended without probation may not be
issued a replacement credential or en-
dorsement without approval of the
Commandant. If a mariner has mul-
tiple endorsements and one or more,
but not all, of those endorsements are
suspended or revoked, the mariner will
be issued a replacement MMC reflect-
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ing those endorsements for which the
mariner remains qualified.

(e) When a credential or endorsement
that is about to expire has been sus-
pended, the renewal of the credential
or endorsement will be withheld until
expiration of the suspension period.

(f) An applicant for renewal or return
of a credential with endorsement as
master or mate (pilot) of towing ves-
sels whose most recent credential has
been suspended or revoked by an ad-
ministrative law judge for incom-
petence must complete the practical
demonstration required under
§10.227(d)(8)(vi)(A).

(g) Beginning April 15, 2009, if the
Coast Guard is advised by the Trans-
portation Security Administration
(TSA) that a mariner has either been
denied a TWIC or their TWIC has been
revoked, the Coast Guard may initiate
suspension and revocation action
against the mariner’s MMC, license,
MMD, and COR under 46 U.S.C. 7702 and
7703. During the subsequent suspension
and revocation proceeding, the TSA de-
cision to deny issuance of, or to re-
voke, a mariner’s TWIC will not be sub-
ject to review, and the mariner’s fail-
ure to hold a TWIC will be treated by
the Coast Guard as proof that the mar-
iner is not eligible for an MMC, license,
MMD or COR.

(h) Beginning April 15, 2009, a mar-
iner that has either been denied
issuance of a TWIC or whose TWIC has
been revoked for a reason, other than
administrative reasons (e.g., being lost
or stolen, not functioning, or having a
misspelling) will be deemed ineligible
for an MMC, license, MMD or COR.

[USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 11216, Mar. 16, 2009,
as amended by USCG-2006-24371, 74 FR 39218,
Aug. 6, 2009]

§10.237 Right of appeal.

(a) If the Coast Guard refuses to
grant an applicant an MMC or endorse-
ment, a written statement listing the
reason(s) for denial will be provided to
the applicant.

(b) Any person directly affected by a
decision or action taken under this
subchapter, by or on behalf of the
Coast Guard, may appeal under the
provisions of subpart 1.03 of part 1 of
this chapter.
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